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Author Biographies

John R. Baldwin (Ph.D., Arizona State University) is
Associate Professor at Illinois State University, focusing
on intercultural communication and qualitative research methods. His research and teaching interests include domestic and international diversity, especially
issues of group difference and (in)tolerance. He has
journal articles and book chapters in intercultural communication readers, as well as a recent co-edited books
introducing communication theories and analyzing
scholarly definitions of culture.
Melissa Broeckelman (M.A., Kansas State University,
2005) is a teaching and research assistant and doctoral
student in the School of Communication Studies at Ohio
University. Her teaching and research interests focus
primarily on the intersections between theory and
learning, with emphases on dialogic teaching methods,
the use of peer workshops and collaborative learning,
and academic integrity in higher education.
Mark E. Comadena (Ph.D, Purdue University, 1981) is
a Professor of Communication and Director of Graduate
Studies at Illinois State University where he teaches
graduate and undergraduate courses in communication
research methods and nonverbal communication. His
research explores classroom communication processes,
including the effects of teacher verbal and nonverbal
behaviors on student learning.
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Roberta A. Davilla (Ph.D., Ohio University) is Associate Professor of Communication Studies at the University of Northern Iowa. She was graduate coordinator for
the Department of Communication Studies from 20012005 and was the 2003-2004 president of Central States
Communication Association. She has served on a number of editorial boards including The Journal of Family
Communication, Communication Teacher, and Communication Studies and was editor of the Iowa Journal of
Communication.
Karen Kangas Dwyer (Ph.D., University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, 1995) is a Professor of Speech Communication
and Basic Course Director at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She has authored textbooks, instructor's manuals, and several articles related to the basic
communication course, instructional communication,
and communication anxiety. She has won university
and state teaching awards. Her work has included developing and teaching special public speaking classes
and workshops for highly apprehensive communicators,
as well as developing a graduate program in human resources and training. She has co-authored a Dutch public speaking trade book.
Melissa Hailer (M.A., Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville, 2004). During her master’s program,
Melissa worked as the Director of the Speech Center
and conducted a review of Speaking Across the Curriculum programs.
Marlina M. Howe (M.A., University of Nebraska,
Omaha, 2005) is the Speech Center Consulting CoordiBASIC COMMUNICATION COURSE ANNUAL

http://ecommons.udayton.edu/bcca/vol19/iss1/13

2

et al.: Author Biographies
Author Biographies

209

nator and an Instructor of Speech Communication at
the University of Nebraska at Omaha. She teaches in
the First Year Experience program that integrates college success strategies into the public speaking classroom. In addition, she is the faculty development assistant administrator at the university. Her research interests include speech anxiety, basic course assessment,
and instructional communication.
Stephen K. Hunt (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University,
1998) is an Associate Professor and Co-Director of the
basic communication course at Illinois State University.
He has published articles on several topics including instructional communication, persuasion, and communication pedagogy. His major research interests include
communication assessment, the communication needs of
students at-risk, students’ learning/cognitive styles,
compliance-gaining, and training/mentoring graduate
students.
Natalie J. Kussart (M.A., Illinois State University,
2004) is currently a law student at Southern Illinois
University. Her legal interests include health law, estate planning, and corporate law. While studying communication, her research interests included instructional communication, communication education, compliance-gaining, and mass media.
Kevin R. Meyer (M.S., Illinois State University, 2005)
is a doctoral student at Ohio University. His research
interests include instructional communication, communication education, basic course pedagogy, graduate
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teaching assistant training programs, and sports league
apologia/image repair.
Paul J. Siddens III (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University, 1989) is an Associate Professor of Communication
Studies at the University of Northern Iowa. He teaches
in the areas of Performance Studies, Interpersonal
Communication and the Basic Communication course.
His published work focuses on staging literature, using
film in the classroom, and other aspects of communication and performance pedagogy. His primary research/creative activities focus on investigating the relationships between human communication and technology, and working as a Producer/Technical Director/
Designer for the UNI Interpreters Theatre.
Brent K. Simonds (Ed.D., Illinois State University,
2003) is an assistant professor in the School of Communication at Illinois State University with research interests and publications in visual communication and interactive media. He is also an award winning filmmaker.
Cheri J. Simonds (Ph.D., University of Oklahoma) is
an Associate Professor of Communication at Illinois
State University. She teaches in the area of communication education and has published articles on teacher
clarity, challenge behavior, portfolio assessment, and
evaluation fidelity. She co-authors textbooks on Classroom Communication, Intercultural Communication,
and Public Speaking.

BASIC COMMUNICATION COURSE ANNUAL

http://ecommons.udayton.edu/bcca/vol19/iss1/13

4

et al.: Author Biographies
Author Biographies

211

Lesa A. Stern is Associate Professor of Speech Communication at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. Her primary research interests include conflict
management and assessment practices in communication, whereas her teaching interests include the gamut
of interpersonal communication, research, and theory
courses. Other interests include sunny beaches, good
wine, and sparkling conversation.
Lisa Theisen (M.A., University of Northern Iowa,
2005) taught the basic communication course at the
University of Northern Iowa while completing her master’s degree. Here research focuses on the strategies
graduate teaching assistants use to obtain social support and the implications for such strategies on GTA instructional and scholarly development. Lisa is currently
an admissions representative at Tucson College, Tucson, AZ.
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